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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In a previous action (Final Rejection), sent August 19, 2005, the examiner failed to 
address claims 9 and 10. The action sent December 16, 2005 corrected that error and was 
intended to replace the previous action, but did not address applicants' amendment or remarks, 
filed November 21, 2005, after final rejection. Since the action sent August 19, 2005 was in 
error, applicants' amendment and remarks filed November 21, 2005 were filed while prosecution 
was still open. This action is intended to address applicants' amendment and remarks, and to 
replace actions sent August 19, 2005, and December 16, 2005, as well as Advisory Action sent 
December 22, 2005. 

2. Amendment filed on November 21 , 2005 has been entered and acknowledged by the 
examiner. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed November 21, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
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claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1-4,6,7,9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyashita et al. (U.S. Patent 6724133), in view of Weber (U.S. Patent 3753795). 

With regard to claim 1: 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug (column 1, line 8) for use in an internal combustion 
engine, comprising: a tubular insulator (column 10, line 35 and 3 of Figs 1,2) having an axial 
hole extending therethrough in an axial direction (column 10, lines 45-47 and 3d of Fig 2); a 
center electrode (column 1, lines 37-38 and 2 of Figs 1,2) fitted into the axial hole and having a 
distal end portion protruding from a distal end of the insulator (column 10, lines 47-48 and t, 2 of 
Fig 2); and a single or a plurality of ground electrodes located diametrally outside of the center 
electrode (column 10, lines 54-56 and 4 of Fig 2) and positionally related to a distal end portion 
of the insulator and the distal end portion of the center electrode such that at least a portion of 
spark discharge generated between the ground electrode(s) and the distal end portion of the 
center electrode includes creeping discharge along a surface of the distal end portion of the 
insulator (column 12, lines 1-8 and 2, 3, 4, g1 and g2 of Fig 2); at least the distal end portion the 
center electrode being configured such that at least a surface of the distal end portion of the 
center electrode is formed of an Ni alloy which contains Ni as a primary component in an 
amount 80 wt% or more (column 1 1 , line 41) and Fe and Cr as secondary components in a total 
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amount of 2.5 to 10.0 wt% (column 11, lines 40-44), wherein the Ni alloy contains Fe, as a 
secondary component, in an amount of about 1 .0 wt% to about 6.0 wt% (column 1 1 , lines 40- 
44), and the Ni alloy further contains at least any one of Mn, Cu, and Co, as a secondary 
component (column 12, lines 20-22). 

Miyashita et al. do not disclose the spark plug above wherein the Ni alloy further 
contains Al as a secondary component in an amount of 0.2 wt% to 0.8 wt%. 

Weber does disclose a spark plug wherein the Ni alloy of the electrode further contains 
Al as a secondary component in an amount of 0.2 wt% to 0,8 wt% (column 2, lines 27-28). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to incorporate the Al content of the Ni alloy disclosed in Weber into the spark plug of Miyashita 
et al., as the stability of the resulting aluminum oxide helps to prevent damage to the interior of 
the electrode (column 1, lines 60-67; column 2, lines 25-45; column 4, lines 13-16, MPEP 2144). 

With regard to claim 2: 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine, wherein 
the single ground electrode, or at least one of the plurality of ground electrodes is disposed such 
that a distal end face (4a of Fig 2) of the ground electrode faces a portion of a circumferential 
surface of the distal end portion of the center electrode (2b of Fig 2) while at least.a part of the 
distal end portion of the insulator intervenes therebetween (column 12, lines 1-8 and g1, g2 of 
Fig 2). 



With regard to claim 3, 
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Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine, wherein 
the Ni alloy contains Fe, as a secondary component, in an amount of 1.5 wt% to 5.0 wt% 
(column 1 1 , lines 40-43). 

With regard to claim 4, 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine, wherein 
the Ni alloy contains Cr, as a secondary component, in an amount of 1.5 wt% to 5.0 wt% 
(column 11, lines 40-43). 

With regard to claim 6, 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine, wherein, 
when b represents the content (wt%) of Al, and c represents the total of Mn, Cu, and Co 
contents (wt%), the Ni alloy satisfies 0.3b < c < 6.0b (column 23, lines 22-27 and Materials D, E, 
F, G of Table 1) 

With regard to claim 7, 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine, wherein 
the center electrode comprises a core member formed of Cu or a Cu alloy (column 1 1 , lines 32- 
33 and 2m of Fig 2), and a covering member formed of the Ni alloy (column 1 1 lines 29-36 and 
2n of Fig 2) and covering at least a distal end portion of the core member such that a distal end 
of the core member is located on a proximal side with respect to a distal end face of the center 
electrode (2m and 2n of Fig 2); and the Ni alloy contains C as a secondary component in an 
amount of 0.003 wt% to 0.05 wt% (material B of Table 1). 
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With regard to claim 9, 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine according 
to claim 1 , wherein the Ni alloy contains Fe, as a secondary component, in an amount of about 
1.0 wt% (column 11, lines 40-44) 

With regard to claim 10, 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine according 
to claim 1, wherein the Ni alloy contains Fe, as a secondary component, in an amount of about 
6.0 wt% (column 11, lines 40-44). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine according 
to claim 1 , wherein the Ni alloy contains at least any one of the Mn and Co as a secondary 
component (column 23, lines 30-35). 

6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miyashita et al., 
in view of Weber as applied to claims 1-4,6,7 above, and further in view of Kanao (US Patent 
6470845). 

With regard to claim 8, 

Miyashita et al. disclose a spark plug for use in an internal combustion engine, further 
comprising a metallic shell (column 10, lines 34-35 and 5 of Fig 1) disposed in such a manner 
as to surround a periphery of the insulator and such that the distal end portion of the insulator 
protrudes beyond a distal end face of the metallic shell (column 10, lines 34-37) 
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Miyashita et a!, do not disclose a spark plug wherein the metallic shell has an outside 
diameter of 10.1 mm or less at its distal end. 

Kanao does disclose a spark plug wherein the metallic shell has an outside diameter of 
10.1 mm or less at its distal end (column 1, lines 58-60 and 2, 2a, 2b of Fig 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to place the size requirements of Kanao on the spark plug of Miyashita et al. in order to keep a 
space surrounding the combustion chamber of the engine (column 1, lines 15-19 of Kanao). 

7. The examiner responds to applicant's arguments (filed November 21 , 2005) as follows. 

The applicant argues that neither the reference of Miyashita et al. nor Weber disclose all 
the features claimed in claim 1. In response to applicant's arguments against the references 
individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Christopher M. Raabe whose telephone number is 571-272-8434. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday 7am-3:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on 571-272-2457. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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